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Japan's capital city of Kyoto was devastated by earthquake, storm, and fire in the late 12th century.

Retreating from "this unkind world," the poet and Buddhist priest Kamo-no-Chomei left the capital for

the forested mountains, where he eventually constructed his famous "ten-foot-square" hut. From

this solitary vantage point Chomei produced Hojoki, an extraordinary literary work that describes all

he has seen of human misery and his new life of simple chores, walks, and acts of kindness. Yet at

the end he questions his own sanity and the integrity of his purpose. Has he perhaps grown too

attached to his detachment?
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This is the most poetic book of prose I have ever seen. Kamo-no-Chomei starts the book with

recollections of a series of disasters that struck Kyoto in the late twelfth century: fire, plague, famine,

and more. The descriptions are personal and vivid. The near-poetic form of the writing puts intense

feeling behind the words. Although Chomei wrote many years after the events, his grief and horror

came through as very fresh.The second part of the book describes Chomei's gradual withdrawal

into solitary monasticism. The string of successively less grand homes ends in his famous 'ten

square foot hut.' He was not strictly a hermit, but seemed mostly content with a small and simple

kind of life. I was especially moved by his descriptions of time spent with a small boy. It brought to

mind the end of Hesse's Glass Bead Game.It would be easy to write a review longer than the work



itself, so let me finish with a few words about the translation. The text is readable, elegant, and

unaffected, quite an achievement for a book of this sort. The historical footnotes add real insight to

the text, they are not just academic filler. It won't take long to read this book, but I promise time well

spent to the thinking reader.

This short book has survived for nearly 800 years, and it is easy to see why. I cannot recall ever

having seen the timeless pathos of the human condition portrayed more vividly, and the translation

is fabulous. I also recommend the audio version narrated by Togo Igawa (available on audible.com).

It isn't the best recording in the world, but I think Igawa's performance is wonderful. The Japan of 8

centuries ago seems like yesterday - or maybe tomorrow.

I came across this small gem of a book while browsing 's Japanese history section. In exquisite

prose poetry, a 12th century gentleman turned monk chronicles a series of disasters that befell

Kyoto in quick succession, including earthquakes, fire, famine and more. Each time, he rebuilds a

smaller house until he ultimately chooses life as a hermit in a tiny, rude hut in the mountains. His

stark and plaintive voice reaches us clearly and with great immediacy, remarkable given the divide

of many centuries and a very different time and place. SO glad this treasure has been preserved

and that this wonderful translation is available today!

The writing, story, and poetry are great! The translation appears to be very good with alternate

interpretations where appropriate. Unfortunately, this is a true paperback, unlike many of the

Japanese good quality paperbacks I am used to in this genre of literature. Poor paper stock and

printing means it will not last! Also, the illustrations, while good and authentic, suffer from the same

problem. I will read it again sometime and then put it away and watch for a really good edition. The

seller is excellent and sent it earlier than anticipated. I would buy from them again.

Hojoki: Visions of a Torn World (Rock Spring Collection of Japanese Literature) Vegan Mastery

Cookbook: Simple Vietnamese Spring Roll Recipes to Cook at Home (International Vegan

Cookbook Series, Vegan Spring Rolls, Vietnamese Spring ... Vegan Recipes, How to Make Spring

Rolls) Torn from Two (Taken and Torn Book 2) Rock Climbing Smith Rock State Park: A

Comprehensive Guide To More Than 1,800 Routes (Regional Rock Climbing Series) Bento Box

Cookbook: Delicious Japanese Cooking Recipes For Lunch And Dinner (Bento Box Recipes,

Japanese Cooking, Japanese Recipes, Japanese Bento, Sushi, Rice Cooker) Vegan Spring Rolls &

http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/read-book/LBob8/hojoki-visions-of-a-torn-world-rock-spring-collection-of-japanese-literature.pdf?r=JHbRiV1qOkrhzhHeVQzv4TDr1gdCgm4OCYl%2FfMcoLXI%3D


Summer Rolls: 50 Delicious Vegan Spring Roll Recipes and Summer Roll Recipes (Veganized

Recipes Book 10) Spring Roll Recipes: Scrumptious Spring Roll Recipes for Breakfast, Lunch,

Dinner and More (The Easy Recipe) Fall Bulbs For Spring Flowers: Tulips, Daffodils, Amaryllis & 14

Other Bulbs To Plant For A Blooming Spring Garden... Garden Book Dreams: Interpreting Your

Dreams and How to Dream Your Desires- Lucid Dreaming, Visions and Dream Interpretation

(Dreams, Lucid dreaming, Visions,) The Fires of Spring: A Post-Arab Spring Journey Through the

Turbulent New Middle East - Turkey, Iraq, Qatar, Jordan, Egypt, and Tunisia The Witches' Almanac,

Issue 35 Spring 2016 - Spring 2017: Air: The Breath of Life Genki: An Integrated Course in

Elementary Japanese II [Second Edition] (Japanese Edition) (English and Japanese Edition)

Beyond Polite Japanese: A Dictionary of Japanese Slang and Colloquialisms (Power Japanese)

Japanese Slanguage: A Fun Visual Guide to Japanese Terms and Phrases (English and Japanese

Edition) Confessions of a Japanese Linguist - How to Master Japanese: (The Journey to Fluent,

Functional, Marketable Japanese) The Illustrated Practical Guide to Water & Rock Gardening:

Everything You Need To Know To Design, Construct And Plant Up A Rock Or Water Garden With

Directories Of Suitable Plants And How To Grow Them Classic Rock Fake Book: Over 250 Great

Songs of the Rock Era, Arranged for Piano, Vocal, Guitar, Electronic Keyboard an all 'C'

Instruments All Music Guide to Rock: The Definitive Guide to Rock, Pop, and Soul (3rd Edition)

Rock Climbing Joshua Tree West: Quail Springs To Hidden Valley Campground (Regional Rock

Climbing Series) Rock Climbing Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland (State Rock Climbing Series) 

http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/dmca

